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DD/MES 74-1333

18 APR 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT i Reguest by OMB for Agency Comments en
Proposed lLegislstion by the Secretary

of Defense

i. Reference is made to vour memorandum of 8 April 1974,
which requested comments on proposed legislation by the
Secretary of Defense which would give him authority to termi-
nate employees of DIA and NSA in the same manner that the DCI
i;i tgelgﬁghority in this Agency under the National Security

£t o .

2. Attached herewith are the comments of the Directors of
Personnel and Security, who have registered no strong objectlions
to your proposed letter from the Director to OMB, Mr. Pred
Janney has, however, focused some attention on the possibility
that the Department of Defense proposal will put the Congressional
spotlight on the DCI's 102c authority, possibly teo our own detri-
ment. You are abvieusig in & better position to assess the
Congressional weather, but I very much share Mr. Janney's concern
that the 1974 DOD legislative maneuvering might not only be un-
successful in the temper of our times, but could result in the
1oss of DCI autherity acquired in 1947. You alsc can best judge
the capabilities of DOD in the area of Congressional relations.

3. I can well realize that this places the DCI in something
of 8 predicament at a time when he is stressing his responsibilities
in the Intelligence Community, but I would suggest that the letter
to OMB be softened to some extent., On this polint I recommend that
the lanjuagu be changed from one of "support” to a more neutral
pesition-“that we can "appreciste the DOD proble=" or "the DOD pre-

sents sonme valld argusents.”

T o T T o HAROLD L. BROWNMAN

Deputy Director
for

Management and Services
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